* fhat he has sigued another. The veteran Bill McKechnie, who mansged Newark
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A\CK GROUND SHOULD BE CHANGED IN OUTFIELD AT BOSTON AMERICAN LEAGUE PARK

CING GRAY BACKGROUND AT |
NWAY PARK WILL BE BIG |
HANDICAP TO VISITING TEAMS

at Pitching Staff of World’s Champions
Will Be Hard €0 Hit Unless Customary
Green Is Substltuted

BEFORE the pressnt season ls much older, there [u likely to be w strenuous |
) kick raised by American League clubs over the buekground painted on the
Mmtc wall In centrs field at Fenway Pack. Boston, 1t b customnry, though
| pot compulaory, to have the fence directly behind the pit ther in deop oentre fleld
.'N!\llﬂi groen and almost every fleld In the major Teague eclrodits conform= with
thin cuntom. The green background enables o player 10 see the ball better,
1f theve Is any color that I hard on the eve It is srmy gray. This color |4
worse than biack and the fence at Fenwny Park hins been puinted that color,
‘Just why this was done I8 o mystery, but we linve an Iden that 1t 12 to make the
‘grent pitehing staff of the world's champlons even more offedtive,
With Speaker gone the Red Sox uttack will not be nonrly 8o strong n= It wns
fast year and if Carrlgan’s team {8 (o win the Amerlean League peroaniant, the pitch
fng staff must turn the teick. Pitching 77 games out of & sehedule of 144 on A
field which gives them a decided edge on opposing batsmen should make the
famoud staff twirlery doubly effective
When the Red Box become acougtomed to batting against the geay bick-
ground, visiting teams which play only 11 gnmes ot Fenwny Park swill net have
much chance to star ns heavy hittors,

Boston Has Speed-Ball Artists

Howton has & stalf of fast ball pitehers, barring Foster, who I8 epeedier than
the average hurler, und visiting teams will find it havd to hit under nny condition,
“On a dark day batters unaceustomed to this baekground will constnuntly be in dan

gor of being hit if Ernle Shore or “Duteh” Leonard is on the mound for the
Red Sox. '
L On opening day In Boston the Athletic players compluined that the bail was
"rrpcm them befare they Knew it, They belleved that Ruth was faster than they had
ever seen him or that thelr lack of practice cauged them to swing late Lt
arter a few nnings of the second game with Shore pitehing, the Mackmen dis
eovered that he was keeplng his rfast ball High and that every plich was coming
out of the background.

Unless Prestdent Johnson forces the Boston club to paint the fonce greon oF
some eolor other than army gray, the Red Sox will have n great and unfaie ad
Vanuutv over visiting teama. Not much of an offense will e needed for the Sox
Lo win at home, as the defense will be wonderful f the pltehiers liave this ad-
yantage.

Red Sox Do Not Look Strong Without Speaker

Even with this great nlvantage—If they nre permitted to got away with (t-
the Red Sox do not look strong enough to repent in the Amervienn Lawpgue,  The
peason only hns started and Clarence Wallker may play such sensatiopnnl ball that
the other playvers may forget Speaker's loss But ot the present time, howeyver,
Boston does not look like the same team.

Hpeaker's absende from the g ¢ has impressed upon Bostonlins that e G-
mous outfielder means to the Red Sox whit Cobb does to Detiolt; Ceolling to Chl
cago; Alexander and Cravath to the Phillles, and Johnson to Washington,  Often
a tenm makes the player, but after seeing the Red Sox without Speaker, one must
come to the conclusion that Speaker made the world's champlony,

There is lttle ginger, desplte the fact that the team has been playing the
lowly Mackmen. Every one on the team ls encouraging Clivence Walker and the
fans ave pulling for him, but it Ix evident that Speaker's departure s left o
hole which cannot be filled.

Speaker Was An Important Factor
1t Is sald that there was friction between Speaker and cortain members of
the teim, but If such was the cnse, the bad feeling was never apparent on the
ball fleld and the famoun outflelder Mt In perfectly with the muchine«like play of |
the veteran aggregntion and he was easily the most Important cog in the machine
As one Boston scribe puts {t. the Red Sox will have to be favored with supers
human pltching to win the pennant without Speaker, Last yeur Corrigan’s young

staff showed wonderful form and really earrled the team through, Tt |8 pessible  Given

that the additional experience will make this staff even more eoffective this season,
but It is hard to Imagine n corps doing better work than it did last veuar,
As m2ald before, Bostoniang are beglnning to renllze what Speaker mennt Lo

the tenrn, and some of the Roynl Hooters who have been falrly close to the big

men of the gnme do not hesitute to biame President Bon Johnson for the deal

which sent Spesker to Clevelund, They argue that President Lannin did not | western
Mutunl Protootinn

want (o part with Speaker, but that it was done “for the good of the leagup.”

A Nasty Rumor Being Circulated Tt b

Another rumor which is guining headwny In Doston Is that President Jolin- ‘I'“"*' and hns wo
the arginia

war

son owns o great deal of the stock his former secretary, Robery Meltoy, Is saud
to awn In the new Cleveland Club, and that Johnson was helping himself as well
aE 'the lengue' In making the deal. Rumors of this sort naturally will he
virculated whers there is such general dissatisfaction prevailing: nnid some one
Is always ready to deny them.

President Lannin says he did not want Speaker and thit he had outlived his -.'u. 1

usefulness with the Red Sox; but in the next breath he declares that Speaker
Im worth every cent the Indions spent to purchase him If Speaker s worth

$50,000 16 Cleveland, then He was worth triple that amoudit to o team which \I-n.

locked like a pennant winner with him, and whose ployers reallse that they have
becn weakened 50 per cent. when he was taken away,
If the move wias made "for the good of the leagus,” [t §s Hkely to prove a

boomerging. Boston s a better baseball city than Clevelund and the Amprican | 8

lLeague owes much of (ts success to the Toyalty of the fans of that city, Whit is I\';':'u'u"""'

more, Bpeaker plone cannot make o pennant winner of the Indians,

It May Prove a Costly Deal to Sox

If the Red Sox shoild lose the Amerioan League pennant by sixX or seven
games, It will prove a costly deal for Launnin, as the famous outflelder saves n
Ereater number of contests with his felding each season and s divectiv or -
‘directly responsible for the winning of twice that number, As the difference
between 4 pennant winner, with the world's verfes spolls, and w second Pace team
I8 something like $100,000, to say nothing of the additionnl attendance throug ot
the season, it Is hard (o see how Lannin could make the deul at this tme. 1t
was not u case of saving him from the Feds, who no longer exint, and thers mas
be quite a lot of truth to the opinlon expressed by the Hostonlans

consistency shown by Harry Coveleski, the veterun left-hander, who let the |
White Box down with a trio of singles In the opening game. Coveleski at present
1% In wonderful form and apparently has everyvthing that he hod when he pulled
his famous Giant-killing stunt while & member of the Phillies’ hurling staff.
When Coveleski Is right, there s not g better plitcher in the game. He has |
All the speed, control and knack of crossing the batter that is possessed by the
beat hurlers o the country todsy. But Covey hok alwiys beon erestie becd ise

ab timea he gets In such bud shape that he cannot stand the pace. This was
the reason why he was shunted off severnl times to the minors ufter muking !
& really wondesful showing In the malors. I_

As long as Veach, Cobb and Crawford Keep up thelr safe volleying, Jennings I
need not fear of losing many close games. But he must have good pliching to
win, just as any other club must, and to have this during the present campuign
it la essential that Coveleski Koep In condition to take his turn in the box

L] - .

The Pennsylvinia State League has declded to retain the salory limit of
#3500, which was adopted at the last meeting. This is an unusually high Lhmit
for a lsague of this sort, and If the clubs, In searching for the best n.vun.n.z.- I -

Phitties

Isague ball. There are at least two cities in the clreult as compossd new which
never have been able to support teams with a Jarger salary Hmit than that corrisd
by the old Tristate League, but with greater interest being shown In the gume
everywhere, euch may enjoy a prosperous senson.

" L] - -

Mannger McGraw s so well pleased with the work of his Federal Leuguers

‘Fads last season, is McUraw's latest addition, He has Leen slgned becavse Mo-
y fears that Hans Lobert hus playved his lust ‘game.  Lobert's legs have been
conditlon for two years, and the dislocation of the® knee, which hak
fl him for several seascns, probably will finlsh the former Philly player us
lengue player., McKechnle must do 4 whole lot better than on his previous
Qiubc big llum or he will not strengihen MoGraw’s team any.

- - L]

Mi’ Herzog has started overworking his plichers already Apparently

R M 1800 such & thing is & rellef twirler, whose special duty it 15 to stop railies, |

\ &8 Hlersox hus two of his stars oo the mound esch afterncon. The Reds have a |
Wall which may make them mighty dangerous if Hersog doss hot
of the faot that the race is of 164 gumes bnd not fne mwonth

L HINTS TO GOLF BEGINNERS . | PENN TACKLES
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Quaker Baseball Captain to
Be Elected Previous to
Contest Today
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